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This report presents retention rates of the 196a 
through 1969 Hofstra freshnan classes 5 years after entry. Data 
indicates: (1) Hofstra "s persistence rate for the 1966 freshnen was 
coDparable to the national retention rate. (2) There has been a 
dovniiard trend in Hofstra 's persistence rate as demonstrated by the 
figures for the 196a throught 1969 entering classes. (3) There has 
been a concurrent downward trend in Hofstra* s graduation rates for 
the 196a through 1967 entering classes, (a) There has been a sharp 
downward trend in the retention rates of the student with CPA's of 
2.00 or better who entered Hofstra between 196a and 1969. (5) The 
percentage of students dropped for academic reasons declined steadily 
for the six classes. (6) The percentage of students who withdrew 
voluntarily with less than a 2.00 6PA also decreased, but the decline 
was not steady or as great as that of the acadeaic drops. (7) Ronen 
who entered Hofstra between 196a and 1967 consistently had higher 
graduation and persistence rates than men. (8) Romen who entered 
Hofstra between I96a and 1967 and earned GPA's of 2.00 or better 
withdrew at a higher rate than men in the sane category, while nen 
often dropped for poor scholarship or withdrew with low GPA's. 
Additional findings are included, (hjh) 
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The analyses presented In this report were based on data from m,- 
recently completed CSHE Student Data Bank. An e^Juer report based on 
was concerned with probabilities of success at SSfstrl Zng tSe WM^e? JresS^n 
classes given their high school deciles and SAT senreo freshman 
in that «p,rt we« g.|„d toward ^MSlJijSl^^JJL"?; ."^^IZ Z^^r,. 

years after entry for that class. The 1964-67 freshnr... were analysed' h, .11 .iT 

thai ir^ s»%:2sJrj:?.L^ete':::e:":^r:L^^„r KtV'si"* " 

not conclusive. Since status five veara aftrr * \i. *'^"> «» 

studied, data on this v.r?SL'i::e'::n,:t:a%™\vs6Sirii6r?i^;i 

v» th«. possible to examine the trend using the «cenr2liss«^:Sj^U. " 
1964: ^96S^JL'"TS«?'J'rr' 5" ^" "'"ature (Eckland. 

rtr»^??'(.": ?Lt1)."""*'' « de»l%r'"e""!ater 

and withdr^s:i;j:L\T?s^%srft^^^ i ?o"r::rLr.-"r"' 

observe overall trends. rormac tna^ one can 

^ * e?'^" ^^^^^^ recently reported the results of a four-vear lon^^huH^n-i 
study of 51.721 freshmeu who enrolled In 217 two-year and four^year JStJtuJ^^^^ 
across the country in 1966. He found that Sft7 «f f.L%/ ? I year institutions 

college. persl.2d(g.adu.tedt'rf s'wi'l'e'^roUe'dl it"^o"r g'SJaJtlt"":?' 
Iw^ ^S^^.T"k^""- "8»« for 1966 freshman afterlJv^ yea?s iL 

l^es ^rll S:?lS?rre~o«" -""'"^ <» -tlon^^Jdr^'^sr^ence 

Rational rtJerou^ ZlT^l ^r'^^dl^ZZ%::ll^r"^U^^^^^^^^ 

47% four-year graduation rate while our rat ■ was 357 ior rt^ 1^* ,^ reported a 

Our five year rate, however. jui»ped M 53% for the si! Suf""*™? 
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Table 1 

Persistence and Withdrawal Rates of 
Freshman Classes Five Years After Entry 



St&y 13 



1964 
(N«792) 

7, 



Year of Entry 
1965 



(N=883) 



1966 
(N«830) 



1967 
(N-868) 
% 



1968 
(N=1101) 
% 



1969 
(N»1I86) 
7« 



Persisted five years 


62 


66 


60 


56 


53 


53 


Graduated in 4 years 
Graduated in 5 years 
Enrolled after 5 years 


37 
58 
4 


46 
58 
7 


35 
53 
7 


38 
53 
3 






Withdrawn (Total voluntary) 


25 


19 


27 


35 


38 


42 


GPA»2.00 or better 
GPA under 2.00 
GPA unavailable 


11 
12 
2 


12 
6 
1 


14 
10 
3 


21 
11 
3 


25 
11 
2 


33 
7 
2 


Dropped for poor scholarship 


13 


16 


13 


9 


9 


5 
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- ^ - BEST COPY rO-rMlf;CL£ 

K..rlUr in this report iho stnti'mcnt was made thai the data on lloistri 
:Uu.U.niv .strongly support clainui in the litoratu.v that lUv students shcuM 1,.. 

lollowed-up lor live years rather than the usual lour vears. Ilu. ,a ol 

Percentanes ol students Iron, the nu.\ ihrour.h th. l«»f,7 1 reshnuin e lasses who 

rr t"'''''" '° ^'^ i'nUrin« classes were rtill m 

attendance after five years. Thus, a catej-ory called "graduated within '> veirs" 
Zifr'"r"'"'^f ''^^ Persistors in the fresUn class Tie larRe 
number of conamiting students at Hofstra could possibly have contributed to this 

''^^if.^" ^^^^^ ^ suggests a substantial dovmward trend in Hofstra's 
holding P-*';^^ While only 38% of the 1964 ireshnu^n class withdrew o'r five , ears 
by 1969 the rate of withdrawal for that entering class had increased to 47"' ^„o^ 
the sane period of time. The question is, how much oi t^is docHnc is pec^ulr 

aMlr.y'.^"' ^'^^"^^'^S ^^"'^^"^^ ^"itudes toward college and 

a general ircrease in transfer rates. ^-onegc ana 

Similar to the trend in the persistence rates, the trend in ^he Hr>r«tK, 
8radu.,tion rates appears to the downward. Hofstra 

A recent report received from Pennsylvania State Univir^irv / »u7i\ . 
that their retention rates have sufiered a siL lar decui . AUI „ ^ im . L ri'! , 
s utatloro't/^' institutions resnlls cannot be Ken.raU.ed to ZuZ't 
suutation, otiior recent reports have i,-Jicated that llofsira's i>roblem 1^ „ .1 
unique (Ucas, 1973; CRC Center Notes 19721 m • t-"- 

Along with this downv^ard trend in Hofstrr-i^Q 
trend in withdrawal rates, there appears to br:\:L p'J^a d Jr^nd^'in'jh; 
withdrawal rates of students performing satisfactorily. T^e increase in the 
percentage of students who withdrew from llofstra with a -.PA of 2 or h. I 

T.nXllVal':'' '''' '^^^ °' clasft^rar/ 

downward tre^rin'ourho^dr"""*^ ^^'^^> ^PP««" the 

assJm^tion th-f ?? '""'i^'-x^y of our IlndinKs with his results rests on the 
considering what is known about dr^-outs!" reasonable assumption 

reported irtte''J^7tS?2/s%nH'%K^r™""'',''" ""^""^ " 

ot the ..ti^fX'^i^^t'sX'tr :o°^h:^L'^ tt^-h: r^'^-rj "'^^ 

student, have been steadily inc^easl„rov^^ the%^s'!"^„'''t9ir:^^■t^r,^?,,,, 
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BEST CGPV i':::„'L''3LE 

awarded to day students were A's or B's, whijn in i«j7t . ,» i 

or 2.00 or better. In 196S figy or ik^ V "oisu,., ■.tuJvmi. win, (:,.,\':, 

or ulsLn skilled " tWs ?epo« fheT"""; • ^''^ " t"- V..OU,.: 

vlth final cum GPA-3 o£ ? MTb"«eJ\^~%'/\^.!^"= i^-, throu,,, 1,„7 oU... 
I'he percentage, wlthdra-.™ from these clH^s wui, wA's o.'" on 

vcre IK, 12%, 14%. and 21% resn6cn«„7,, i, I'ltur, nowiv.., 

the 1968 and 1969 Classes. ""'P''"™!^- t-omparable data verc not .ivallablu tor 

.tor, tra at*»''t:fllea^„:';^:r%he"!.' f^': °' 'f" ''""^'^ '-'^ - 

reasons has declinL^.Jro^ ?J^o 'thrW54"^1L°'tr5'''"%;''''"';f''' '"'^"'^ 

percentage of students with less ttan a 2 nn rp» , 'J'" 

decreased but the decline L'"%\t"n%te!dVor ll^-'rc^t ^"'"""^'v 

speclf^ca^y^::i«"s 11 ^etie'^e^r^s":'^ 'rri!'::''- ■ •■ 

largely on the recruU«..nt or new tt^dc«s s L^l't''' 

students whose rate of withdrawal h^rT,, , ' ""'«l.ul„,x 

whlchfccludc counseling"! :™: c^«a "'^Uh th.^:". • T'^'"' " ' ' "'^^ 
important. ^"ntatc with tlu-se ..u-nts an i>.n t icul.n I v 

for the fo« rr'estai aa«eTra"hr"t\ 'l; ^r^^ ""■ 

196. and 1969 freshman l^s^t^J^^^^^ IrSi..'.''''^' 

the p«"i,^^c:-rwr:Sdt;l:itJ^^^ v--'-^ 

males. Astin's (1972) findings i^^Late ?L't r^"?'' " 

but that men persist at a higher «te A,^L ! ,^" srad-.t.. .,t ., hUh,.,- 

to ours in tii>e of entry? The« ctni'n.tl "'t ^^r"' " ^^'"'i •■" 

Institutional dlfferenSi »^^»r5?^ J c "f " ™=thoilol„ro 

comprehensive revi"^ the Uterf t. ? Summewklll (19M), „h„,dld .. v"-. 

at that time at Ti^iul «tes but wUhd^L lo^'di??''^' -™ " l—iM. . 

cropped out for academic reasons. ':^Z^Ji^^lj:'t:-l; 

better witSre^^j'rht^ter'rl'r^.' " ' ''A' 

»,re Often dro^lpe" Vr^ol s^":i :^l^«':lt^'lr w^^l 'r"::,:''' 
percentages of women who withdrew with c°A's of^ nn , ' '^ ' ■ 
while the range for men was 77. to 177 tL r °' """ ' 

dropped for poor schol -rshin or ' , ":".<.■ w,.n,„ 

while' the range L"n wis' 2Vt1 '^"^ ■ ' 



"I .».•.() 

I Mr fun <• oj 



*Based cn all four years of data combined. 
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Table 2 



BEST CG?Y r^f^u^ 



Persistence and Withdrawal Rates ol the i96A through iMoy 
treshman Classes by Sox Five Y.^ars Altor K^trv 



Status 



Persisted Five Years 

Graduated in 4 years 
Graduated in 5 years 
Enrolled after 5 years 

Withdrawn (Total voluntary) 

GPA»2.00 or better 
CPA under 2.00 
CPA unavailable 

Dropped for poor scholarsfiip 



Females 

Year ol Kntry^ 

1964 

(N=344) 



65 

49 
63 
2 

27 

15 
10 
2 

8 



1965 
(N«354) 



70 

55 
66 
4 

22 

17 
5 



8 



19b6 

(N=33rO 



66 

47 
62 
4 

27 

18 
6 
3 



I9f>7 



60 



48 
58 



2'i 
b 
it 



Status 



Persisted Five Years 

Graduated in 4 years 
Graduated in 5 years 
Enrolled after 5 years 

Withdrawn (Total voluntary) 

GPA»2.00 or better 
GPA under 2.00 
GPA unavailable 

Dropped for poor scholarship 



Males 
Year of En^rY 

1964 
(N»448) 

/. 



1965 
(N»529> 
% 



1960 
(N=495) 

7. 



1907 



61 


62 


56 


33 


28 
55 
6 


40 
53 
9 


T7 
47 
9 


30 
50 
j 


22 


16 


.'7 


Vt 


7 
13 
2 


8 
7 
1 


i;' 
12 
3 


17 
I, 
•< 


17 


22 


17 
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woi«.„ tend to ,,rad„al.. "on tW' c"„ fo., • v^.^. > "I O.-.,..!.,. ,|,,-,. 

c.raUuatc at all. Astln's (1972) da^ ^il n. « , • T'"' " '*'" " 'I'" 

male tou.-year «radaat:-.on rat., and anoL J 1 , "n ' " 
four-year graduation rate and only 7" s 111 i,^ ' ,"' • « '•') ,.„u,l. 

a 317.* .»le ro„r-yeax graduation rae r''.?*'"!-;, ^I'V'' '""^ 

four-year fcnale graduation rate and onlv l"<= ,tlu l,, %m ] ' ^" 

the recunt ellmtnatlon of the draft and Lni: ""•""'an". It may be thai 

variable. We have not been able to SlstL^?' h'?" status h.« ai.oct..| tl.l. 

were not available for the l968-o9 .Usses * P-^ibiUty since data by se. 

wlthdra„a^'«te'"^or^^'h"L'M^564r?,^^J^»^ "l-""'"-- t.ble 3 presents 
Similar data was not aval lahU for thf ioli ""^^ •'•fter ..ntrA-. 

m Appendix A present ™rdata In delal I bv ' " 'V^'"' ' ^^">»- 

freshmen. 'I"" £»«■ 'l>e 1<JM-1967 .•nt...ln,-, 

students ^^Itwie': L'^d t'tte" ^ij"'''^^*-' .'"^ 

(1972) did a study of the 1971 voiu«r^« wJn.!!! ' "'^""'""'i". and Witl,. Ue, 
tl>e day student body and conel^ed tl^^n^^ , *" """" '"'"^ ""f"" 
withdrew, in the present "udy the la^i!^ P^Portlons of lower cl,s.s»„ 
drops «»1 Mthdrawils wUh Uw't^^ 2 5§ (A-«>l'""> 
sopbonore year. The satlsfa«o« stud^S?. f^l"?""'""'' 

the end of their -opho«« yelHs "^^5^ Lforo'^r," ^'"'""""y -r at 

the largest percentage of withdrawers «rc sUU lol^ K"-"""' 
likely that «.st of these satisfactory :t'id:n't's"tia°:SL'rJ:r^";t.,or Zlt>T'' 

Of the 19w''thZ^h''l96?%Sn Ivt/'"!".' """^ -'"us o, 

after entry. Additional d«a^ ihe^?«us 2? "fo'L"' '"'><'"''«. "ve years 
Cited to verify an emerging do^Hw^d "e^d l^'lM^t l's TJT 

1.11 iioibcra s persistence rates. 

presented Il!\^:"e~'?t:""'^'"'°"' of the .lata 

to the natlohal^atfa's'^'res^^te^fbrA^an^nsn;.''" '"n,,,.,. 

demonstrated^ th^ "X'foVt^eTr^^^^^^^^^ 

graduation raterfo^th" 5^''throS.h°?S*7""J 'f™'"'' ''"^"^ 1" = 
unavailable for the 19M «d 1969~lasses ' ''"""^ -™ 

of the «udents';it.?c"^s'":f1!oVo?'"Ste^z':'„^'■^"'; r ."'"- 

better who entered ll.,iritr,i l>elv„-.n M)...', ,.,,.,1 t'U.<l. 
steadily for thrstfuL'sn?"'" °' ""'^'^ -■•"'--i- "--ns Uecilned 

6. Tl» percentage of students who withdrew voluntari Iv vith 
*Based on all four years of data combined 
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Table 3 



Withdrawal Rates of the 1964 through 1967 ,.,rj,j ra'i'A^^'^^^ 

Freshman Classes by Time of Departure t^^^ 



Year of Entry 

iN«/V-i) (N«8»3) (N=830) (N=8bK) 

Not in Attendance Alter Ist Year 



Total 

Not in Attendance Afn»r 2nd Year 



Not In Attendance After 3rd Year 



Dropped lor poor scholarship 7 h u 

W/D, 2.0 or better /. ' c * 

W/D» under 2.0 5 ^ ? 

1<> 15 To 16 



Dropped for poor scholarship 3 ^ ^ ^ 

W/D. 2.0 or better 3 ? 7 ? 

W/D. under 2.0 t ^ ^ ^ 

Total i TT A 2 



8 11 9 



38 3A AO 



9 



Dropped for poor scholarship 2 9'%. 

W/D. 2.0 or better 2 1,' 

W/D. under 2.0 -> 7 '* 

Total 7 r i 



Not in Attendance After 4th Year 

Dropped foi poor scholarship - n 

W/D. 2.0 o\: better 1 ^ i ' 

W/D. under 2.0 2 " ^ 

Total 4 f 1 1 

3 A 5 5 



Not in A ttendance Af^Pr st-h v^^y^ 

Dropped for poor scholarship i 

W/D. 2.0 or better i ' * ** 

W/D, under 2.0 1 ' * ^ 

Total 7 7 i 1 

3 0 I 3 

CPA unavailable , 

233 

Total 



8 



- H 



while men were 1« ofLn S^I^h ^ '"«■' S'™" '.•at.«on. 

»en were nore often dropped for poor scholarshtf or withdrew with low OPA's, 

9. Males consistently took longer to graduate than females, 
national sai^l"' '""S" " Sraduat. than the 

a. Most students who withdrew le£t betorftholr sophowrc y.ar. 
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Appendix A ««^v r-'rurniE 

Sei>tc>mbcr I9r>/. .r...,., BEST CC?l Rv.lb.ULt 



Pymalc Total 

(N-448) (N=34A> (N^792) 

Graduated within 4 years ijt, i^o , 

Graduated in 5 years 27 !o w 

Total Graduated oIK U ttI 169 21 



In Attendance After 5 Years 

Dropped for Poor Scholarship 

1965 









126 


28 


168 


120 


27 


49 


246 


55 


217 


28 


(> 


6 



63 463 58 

34 4 



42 


9 


13 


15 


3 


7 


13 


3 


5 


2 


1 


1 


-1 
75 


a 

17 


1 

27 



5 55 7 

2 22 3 



1 18 2 

3 



1966 
'967 
1968 

Total ^^^^ ^ t4 - -^1 

8 102 13 

Withdrawn 
CPA = 2.0 or better 2/65 i 

a 2 16 5 27 i 

9/66 5 { II ? 
2/67 

9/67 7 ? 
2/68 

9/68 3 I 

2/69 1 

Total 5f 7 -i a 4 1 

31 7 53 15 8? TT 

Wlthdraim 

CPA less than 2.0 2/65 Q o 

V65 1 7 4 14 4 3? l 

2/66 72!: t 

o^^^ 5 1 4 1 ^ 

2/67 6 1 5 ; ^ 

9/67 4 1 '3 J 

2/68 1 - * ?! 



6 


2 


7 


16 


5 


27 


8 


2 


10 


8 


2 


13 




1 


2 


7 


2 


14 


1 




1 






4 


1 




2 


4 


I 


4 


53 


15 


84 


3 


1 


12 


14 


4 


31 






7 


4 


1 


9 


5 


2 


11 


3 


1 


7 



3 1 I ! " 
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p , 9/69 . : ; • ^ I 

60 13 36 To 



Withdrawn No GPA o 

Total TV? T~ — ^ 13 



96 IL> 

100 344 105 tM To§ 





Male 




Female 


Total 




(N-529) 


(N*354) 


(N«e83) 




li 


1 


N 


1 




Graduated within U years 


211 


39 


196 


55 


A07 46 
110 12 
517 59 


Graduated in 5 years 
Total 


72 
283 


14 
53 


234 


11 
66 


In Attendance After 5 years 


4(1 


9 


14 


4 


60 7 



Dropped for Poor Scholarship 

1966 55 

1967 27 

1968 15 

1969 16 

1970 3 

Total 7l6 

Withdraim 

CPA « 2.0 or better 2/66 1 

9/66 U 

2/67 4 

9/67 11 

2/68 2 

9/68 3 

2/69 5 

9/69 6 

2/7i 1 

9/70 1 

Total 45 

Withdrawn 
CPA lesp than 2.0 



Total 

Withdrawn No GPA 
Total 



in 


1 t 


3 


66 


8 


5 


10 


3 


37 


4 


3 


7 


2 


22 


2 


3 






16 


2 


1 
22 


28 


8 


3 

144 


16 




6 


2 


7 


1 


2 


12 


3 


23 


3 


I 


5 


2 


9 


1 


2 


18 


5 


29 


4 




2 


1 


4 




1 


7 


2 


10 


1 


1 


1 




6 


1 


1 


4 


1 


10 


1 


• 


3 


1 


4 




8 


1 
59 


17 


2 

104 





2/66 


5 


1 


3 


1 


8 


1 


9/66 


9 


2 


3 


1 


12 


2 


2/67 


7 


1 


4 


1 


11 


1 


9/67 


3 


1 


3 


1 


6 


1 


2/68 


3 


1 






3 


m 


9/68 


5 


1 


3 


1 


8 


1 


2/69 


1 




1 




2 




9/69 


1 




2 




3 




2/70 


2 








2 




9/70 












m 




36 


"7 


19 


5 


55 


T 




3 
529 


1 

100 


354 


Too 


3 

883 


Too 
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September 1966 Freshmx.n n 



BEST copy A'JAiLASLE 



ass 



Graduated within 4 years 
Graduated in 5 years 
Total Graduated 

In Attendance After 5 years 

Dropped For Poor Scholarship 

1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 

^ , 1971 
Total 



Withdrawn 

GPA = 2.0 or better 



Total 

Withdrawn 

GPA less than 2.0 



2/67 

9.67 

2/68 

9/68 

2/69 

9/69 

2/70 

9/70 

2/71 

9/71 



2/67 

9/67 

2/68 

9/68 

2/69 

9/69 

2/70 

9/70 

2/71 

9/71 



Withdrawn No GPA 
Total 



Male 
(N»495) 


Femalo 
(N-335) 


Total 
(N-830) 


N % 


N 


% 


N % 


134 27 
100 20 
234 47 


158 
A 8 
206 


47 
15 
62 


292 35 
U8 18 
440 53 


^4 9 


15 


4 


59 ; 



52 


11 


15 


16 


3 


4 


10 


2 


3 


2 




1 


2 




m 


82 


16 


23 



3 
13 
4 
U 
2 
10 
2 
9 
3 

A 

60 



7 

13 
5 

14 
2 

10 
3 
3 
3 

62 



1 
3 
1 

2 



2 
1 



12 



1 

3 
1 



2 
1 
1 
1 



13 



J3 _3 
495 100 



4 
18 

6 
18 

6 

4 

3 

2 



2 
7 
1 

5 



5 
1 
I 



1 

5 

2 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 



61 18 



I 

2 



_2 

20 



6 



67 
20 
13 
3 

2 

105 



7 
33 
10 
29 
8 
14 
5 
11 
3 
1 

121 



9 

19 
6 

19 
2 

12 
3 
4 
3 

82 



8 
2 
2 
1 

TJ 



1 

4 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 



14 



1 

2 
1 

2 

1 
1 
1 

_1 
10 



_n _3 

335 100 



830 100 



13 
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BEST COPY 

September 1967 Freshman Class 



Graduated within 4 years 
Graduated In 5 years 
Total Graduated 

In Attendance After 3 years 

Dropped for Poor Scholarship 

1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 

Total 

Wlthdravm 

GPA • 2.0 or better 2/68 

9/68 
2/69 
9/69 
2/70 
9/70 
2/71 
9/71 
2/72 
9/72 

Total 

Withdrawn 

GPA less than 2.0 2/68 

9/68 
2/69 
9/69 
2/70 
9/70 
2/71 
9/71 
2/72 
9/72 

Total 

Withdrawn No GPA 
Total 



Male Female Total 

(N-486) (N-382) (N»868^ 



N 


1 


N 


1 


N 


I 


145 


30 


184 


48 


329 


38 


9:» 


20 


37 


10 


132 


15 


240 


50 


?2l 


58 


461 


53 


17 


3 


7 


2 


24 


3 


38 


8 


11 


3 


49 


5 


11 


2 


3 


1 


14 


2 


7 


2 


4 


1 


11 


1 


5 


1 


1 




6 


1 


1 








1 




62 


13 


19 


5 


81 


9 


2 


• 


6 


2 


8 




26 


5 


21 


5 


47 




3 


1 


8 


2 


U 




14 


3 


20 


5 


34 




7 


2 


15 


4 


22 




9 


2 


11 


3 


20 


2 


2 




4 


1 


6 




11 


2 


7 


2 


18 




7 


1 


1 




A 
o 






J. 


_3 


_1 


_ 6 


1 


84 


17 


96 


25 


180 


21 


8 


2 


3 


1 


11 




30 


5 


9 


2 


39 




3 


I 


5 


1 


8 




4 


I 






4 




6 


I 


4 


1 


10 




4 


I 


1 




5 




3 


I 


1 




4 




3 


1 


2 


1 


5 
















7 


1 






7 




68 


14 


25 


6 


93 


TT 


15 


3 


14 


4 


29 


3 


f86 


100 


382 


100 


868 


100 



14 



